From: sohosandiego@aol.com [mailto:sohosandiego@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2008 5:51 PM
To: scottpeters@sandiego.gov; KevinFaulconer@sandiego.gov; toniatkins@sandiego.gov; anthonyyoung@sandiego.gov; bmaienschein@sandiego.gov; DonnaFrye@sandiego.gov; jmadaffer@sandiego.gov; benhueso@sandiego.gov
Subject: Re: Kensington Terrace Project Appeal

To Council President Peters and the City Council,

Re:  Kensington Terrace Project Appeal

Please grant the appeal and require the preparation of an EIR to properly analyze the project’s impacts to the community character, including historic resources, parkways and setbacks, building heights and infrastructure.

An EIR is required when there is “fair argument” or a “public controversy” exists as to the project’s significant negative effects on these items.  That both of these conditions exist in abundance in relation to this project cannot be denied.  Alternatives need to be examined in the effort to reduce the impacts of this project.

The setting and ambiance of this area will be destroyed by the intrusion of out of scale structures and their shadow lines.   This building in its current form is incompatible with the pedestrian friendly nature of the area.

The very things that make this community special and the unique features (i.e., low scale, historic structures, special identity) that attract people appear to be negatively impacted by this project and those effects need to be studied.  The Kensington community is in danger of losing the special identity that sets it apart from other areas of the city. 

These special characteristics properly preserved and enhanced are the best way to insure the economic viability of the area.  To not do so is to jeopardize the very essence of this unique community.  One of the largest economic drivers in our region is tourism and the fastest growing segment of this industry is Cultural Heritage Tourism. These tourists are looking to experience the special character of the places they visit. They look to our historic neighborhoods to provide a setting that is unique, unlike where they are visiting from. These tourists spend more money and stay longer than any other type of visitor. These are the people who will ensure that San Diego's unique historic neighborhoods remain centers of prosperity during the present downturn in the real estate market and future economic slowdowns. This is the economic base we need to attract.  If we destroy this community’s character we will remove the key to sustain it.

Please order a full EIR as required by CEQA and its “low threshold” standard.

In the meantime the developer should be encouraged to meet with the residents in the effort to resolve the issues and arrive at a development that will serve the community’s needs, while enhancing its character.  After all there is no better way to ensure that the project will be successful and is truly sustainable.

Sincerely,

Bruce Coons
Executive Director
Save Our Heritage Organisation (SOHO)
2476 San Diego Avenue
San Diego, CA 92110
619-297-9327 (Office)
619-291-3576 (Fax)
www.sohosandiego.org
Saving San Diego’s Past For The Future


