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February 5, 2008
Re:  Kensington Terrace Mixed-Use Project #105244 at 4142 Adams Avenue
Dear Members of the City Council,

To demonstrate the widespread opposition to the project as approved by the San Diego Planning Commission on November 15, 2007, the Heart of Kensington undertook a petition drive.

WE HAVE COLLECTED MORE THAN 900 SIGNATURES IN SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS:

1. While we, the undersigned, support development of the property on Adams Avenue between Marlborough Drive and Edgeware Road, we oppose the Kensington Terrace Project as it is currently designed by the architect and developer Terrace Partners.

2. We believe that the project as approved by the San Diego Planning Commission did not take into account a number of residential and community concerns including traffic, scale/density, retail usages, parking and historical/community character.

Our base of opposition is broad and strong, and represents a community voice which clearly refutes the developer’s characterization that ours is a “small group of residents,” or a “minority opposition group” as Mr. Jansen asserted in his mass mailer that was sent to the Kensington community in early January.  This misstatement of fact has also been asserted by many of the project’s supporters who have exercised their right of expression on local blogs and in their letters and emails to city officials.  
In addition to the more than 900 signatures gathered from our petition drive, there are many additional letters and emails in the public record sent by residents who expressed their concerns and opposition to the project in its current form.  Clearly, more than 1,000 neighbors of the Kensington community should not be discounted as insignificant in the opposition to the Kensington Terrace project.                     
The petition was a month-long effort conducted by a team of 21 volunteers who went door-to-door, as well as via a petition table that was manned by volunteers outside the Kensington-Talmadge Planning Committee monthly meetings on December 12 and January 9.
While the door-to-door effort began in mid-December and continued until January 27, there were several weekends that were impacted by the Christmas holidays, rainstorms, and a great Chargers season.  Despite the missed opportunities, our team of volunteers made significant efforts to canvass the approximately 1,400 parcels in the neighborhood north of Adams Avenue, as well as Adams Avenue to two blocks south and to the east end of Adams Avenue in the Talmadge Drive neighborhoods.  It was a one-on-one personal approach that enabled us to identify and broaden our base of support.

It should also be noted that one or more of our volunteers talked to customers frequenting the businesses along Adams Avenue, including Starbucks and the Kensington Coffee Company.  Many customers live outside the immediate community, but purposefully come to our little section of Adams because of the small-town feeling and ability to get away from the congestion of more urbanized commercial districts like downtown, Hillcrest, etc.  For them, too, the possibility of the Kensington Terrace project represents the beginning of a disturbing trend that spurred them to sign our petition as well, which is demonstrated by the zip code ranking of our database.

Anecdotal feedback from our volunteers, who spent many hours and weekends talking to residents, provided a return of information from which we could draw several major points of consistency and divided the opponents to the project in the categories summarized as follows:
1.  70-90% of the residents we spoke to were already confirmed in their opposition and immediately signed the petition without persuasion or much discussion.
2.  Some residents were at first uncertain or had specific questions about the project.  After some discussion, they confirmed their position and signed the petition.

3.   Some residents were initially in favor of the project, but willing to listen to information about the impact of the project, with particular respect to the parking, traffic and safety issues.  While this category was the smallest among the signers, these residents illustrate a primary purpose of our mission, which is to educate residents with facts – not imagined or hyperbolic possibilities of the project’s potential impacts to the community.

We also found the following:
· Our supporters do not represent any one “type” of resident but rather are a cross-section of individuals including in age from young (signers were 18 years of age and older) to older people in their 80s, single to married, married and no children, married with children, long- to short-time residents, etc.  

· People were genuinely eager to learn more about the project, and to share their concerns and get more information.
· Residents invited volunteers into their homes to discussed shared concerns.
· Many residents expressed their gratitude for the work that Heart of Kensington is doing.
· One resident reiterated that she was glad to hear a “voice of reason” and that what she does not want is for this issue to divide our community into “fors” and “againsts.”

· Some residents expressed a concern and a feeling of defeat that the project is inevitable and that the people are not being heard.
The Heart of Kensington has made it a goal to give the residents of Kensington a means to be heard.  This petition drive overwhelming demonstrates that the Kensington community is largely opposed to the scale of the Kensington Terrace project and seriously concerned about its various significant impacts to the community.  We believe that is what our petition has accomplished.

In summary, we ask that the Heart of Kensington petition demonstrating strong opposition to the project be entered into the public record.
Sincerely,

Kim Gregory

Alder Drive

San Diego, CA 92116

8-year resident of Kensington and a member of the Heart of Kensington
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